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The biggest news for 2006 was the sale of Intrawest (the parent company of Whistler /
Blackcomb) to the New York-based Fortress Investment Group. Fortress Investment
Group LLC is a leading global alternative asset manager with approximately $29.7 billion
in assets under management as of September 30, 2006. The sale is considered a good

move for the resort and ensures future development and sustainability.

There was more good news for Whistler / Blackcomb as this year, the long-awaited
Symphony Express chairlift was opened for business on December 16, 2006. The
Symphony Amphitheatre brings to the forefront one of Whistler Mountain's favourite in-
bounds backcountry experiences. Long referred to by locals as the Musical Bumps,
Piccolo, Symphony and Flute bowls, all are an encore to Whistler's Harmony Bowl, but
have been reserved for those willing to hike for their turns. This winter, the Symphony

Express will provide access to over 1,000 acres of this intermediate and advanced terrain.

The township of Whistler also saw its share of highlights in 2006. There was a heated
dispute over the procurement model for the $24 million wastewater treatment plant
upgrade. Whistler scrapped plans for a too-expensive Paralympics sledge hockey arena.

Options will be reviewed in the New Year.

Also this year, we've seen a most incredible start to the ski season. Record snowfalls in
November combined with excellent precipitation in December have combined to give us

what long-time locals are calling, “The best start to the ski season ever.”
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